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Commissioner for Patents 
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37 CFR 1.97(b) 

1. IS The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing 
of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 1.53(d); within 
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an international 
application; before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office 
Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 



37 CFR 1.97(c) 

2. □ The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after the period specified in 37 
CFR 1.97(b), provided that the Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a 
Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by one of: 

□ the statement specified in 37 CFR 1.97(e); 

OR 

□ the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p). 
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Payment of Fee 

(Only complete if Applicant elects to pay the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(p)) 

□ A check in the amount of is attached. 

IS The Director is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 50-3189 

as described below. 

□ Charge the amount of 

13 Credit any overpayment. 

13 Charge any additional fee required. 

□ Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be 
included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 

Certificate of Transmission by Facsimile* Certificate of Mailing by First Class Mail 

I certify that this document and authorization to charge deposit 
account is being facsimile transmitted to the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office (Fa 



(Date) 
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Typed or Printed Name of Person Signing Certificate 



by 

Dated: July 14,2006 



Michael S. Leonard, Reg. No. 37,557 
Everest Intellectual Property Law Group 
P.O. Box 708 
Northbrook, IL 60065 
Phone: 847-272-3400 
Fax: 847-272-3417 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to 
"Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450" [37 CFR 1.8(a)] on 
July 14, 2006 

Signature of Person Mailing Correspondence 
Michael S. Leonard 
Typed or Printed Name of Person Mailing Certificate 
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Michael JS^teonard 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 37 C.F.R. 1.97, and 37 C.F.R. 
1.98, Applicant requests that a citation and examination of the references cited below, and on 
the attached PTO-1449 form, be made during the course of examination of the above- 
identified application for United States patent. Pursuant to the Official Gazette Notice dated 
August 5, 2003, copies of the cited U.S. patents and patent applications are not included as 
this application was filed after June 30, 2003. However, copies of all other cited references 
are included with this form. 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Document No. 


Date 


Inventor 


3,439,658 


Apr. 22, 1969 


Simonet 


4,075,985 


Feb. 28, 1978 


Iwai 


6,216,650 


Apr. 17, 2001 


Noguchi 


6,347,787 Bl 


Feb. 19, 2002 


Tobinai et al. 


6,415,750 B2 


Jul. 9, 2002 


Rosskamp et al. 


6,418,891 B2 


Jul. 16, 2002 


Kobayashi 


2003/0011081 Al 


Jan. 16, 2003 


Martinsson et al. 
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Document No. 


Date 


Country 


52-76522 


Jun. 28, 1977 


JP 


55-4518 


Feb. 1, 1980 


JP 


9-268918 


Oct. 14, 1997 


JP 


9-268917 


Oct. 14, 1997 


JP 


WO 98/17902 


Apr. 30, 1998 


PCT 


10-252565 


Sep. 22, 1998 


JP 


2000-282874 


Oct. 10, 2000 


JP 


WO 01/51782 Al 


Jul. 19, 2001 


PCT 


2001-254623 


Sep. 21, 2001 


JP 


2001-263072 


Sep. 26, 2001 


JP 



The Japanese patent documents and WO '902 are not in the English language. US 
'985 corresponds to JP '518, US '650 corresponds to WO '902, US '787 corresponds to JP 
'874, US '750 corresponds to JP '072 and US '891 corresponds to JP '623. English language 
abstracts are enclosed for JP '522, JP '918, JP '917 and JP '565. 

Applicant does not believe any fee is due in connection with this Information 
Disclosure Statement. However, to the extent that any additional fees are due and owing, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Everest Intellectual Property Law Group's 
deposit account, number 50-3 189. 

Applicant looks forward to early and favorable consideration of this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Everest Intellectual Property Law Group 



Date: July 14, 2006 




Michael S. Leonard, Reg. No. 37,557 
Attorneys for Applicant 
P.O. Box 708 
Northbrook, IL 60065 
Phone: (847) 272-3400 
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